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New or updated information is available from USDA ERS.
This update covers Monday, December 7, 2009 to Friday, December 11, 2009

COTTON AND WOOL OUTLOOK
Examines supply, use, prices, and trade for cotton and wool, including supply and demand
prospects in major importing and exporting countries. Includes data on raw fibers and textiles.

Released by 4 p.m. ET. Subscribe to receive notification of report release.
Released Friday, December 11, 2009
See http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1281

OIL CROPS OUTLOOK

Examines supply, use, prices, and trade for oil crops (primarily soybeans and products),
including supply and demand prospects in major importing and exporting countries. Includes
information on cottonseed, peanuts, sunflowerseed, tropical oils, corn oil, and animal fats.

Released by 4 p.m. ET. Subscribe to receive notification of report release.
Released Friday, December 11, 2009
See http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentinfo.do?documentiD=1288

RICE OUTLOOK

Examines supply, use, prices, and trade for rice, including supply and demand prospects in major
importing and exporting countries. Contains information on U.S. rough, milled, and long-,
medium-, and short-grain rice.

Released by 4 p.m. ET. Subscribe to receive notification of report release.
Released Friday, December 11, 2009
See http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentinfo.do?documentiD=1285

U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE DATA UPDATE

Provides a monthly update of year-to-date quantities and values of U.S. agricultural exports and
imports. Also provides data on leading destination countries for exports and import source
countries.

Released by 4 p.m. ET.
Released Friday, December 11, 2009
See http://wwwers.usda.gov/Data/FATUS/#monthly
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STATE FACT SHEETS

The ERS State Fact Sheets contain frequently requested data for each State and for the total
United States. These include current data on population, per-capita income, earnings per job,
poverty rates, employment, unemployment, farm characteristics, farm financial characteristics,
top agricultural commodities, top export commodities, and the top counties in agricultural sales.
The latest (2008) State and county poverty data are now available.

Released Friday, December 11, 2009
See http://www.ers.usda.gov/StateFacts/

LIVESTOCK AND MEAT TRADE DATA

The Livestock and Meat Trade Data Set contains monthly and annual data for imports and
exports of live cattle, hogs, sheep, and goats, as well as beef and veal, pork, lamb and mutton,
chicken meat, turkey meat, and eggs. The tables report physical quantities, not dollar values or
unit prices. Data on beef and veal, pork, and lamb and mutton are on a carcass-weight-equivalent
basis. Breakdowns by country are included.

Released by 10 a.m. ET.
Released Friday, December 11, 2009
See http://www.ersusda.gov/Data/MeatTrade/

SEASON-AVERAGE PRICE FORECASTS

A futures-price forecasting model is used to provide season-average price forecasts for corn,
soybeans, and wheat. In addition to the monthly forecasts for prices received, the model
computes a forecast for the counter-cyclical payment rate for each commodity. The 2002 Farm
Act provides for counter-cyclical payments when prices are below specified levels.

Released Thursday, December 10, 2009
See http://wwwers.usda.gov/Data/PriceForecast/

LATEST U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE DATA
This data product announces USDA's monthly release of calendar year, fiscal year, year-to-date,
and monthly value of U.S. agricultural exports, imports, and trade balance.

Released Thursday, December 10, 2009
See http://www.ers.usda.gov/Data/FATUS/MonthlySummary.htm
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WORLD AGRICULTURAL SUPPLY AND DEMAND ESTIMATES

Issued monthly, WASDE provides the most current USDA forecasts of U.S. and world supply-
use balances for major grains, soybeans and products, and cotton, and U.S. supply and use data
for sugar and livestock products.

Released Thursday, December 10, 2009
See http://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/

THE CONSUMER DATA AND INFORMATION PROGRAM: SOWING THE SEEDS
OF RESEARCH

Changes in the American public’s food consumption and purchases in recent decades, together
with advances in medical knowledge of dietary effects on health, have heightened awareness of
the importance of understanding what people eat and where and why they eat it. Most U.S.
consumers have diets that do not meet dietary guidelines’ recommendations, and rates of obesity
and overweight are rising for all consumers. American food markets are dynamic in offering new
products and retail outlets to consumers, changing the food choices available. At the same time,
food firms have been challenged by food safety recalls, adverse consumer reactions to new
technologies, and increasing mandates for nutritional quality and information.

Released Wednesday, December 9, 2009
See http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/AP/AP041

FOOD ASSISTANCE AND NUTRITION RESEARCH PROGRAM, FINAL REPORT:
FISCAL 2009 ACTIVITIES

This report summarizes ERS's Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP)
activities and accomplishments in fiscal 2009, including newly awarded projects and recent
publications. FANRP supports intramural and extramural research on a wide range of policy-
relevant food assistance and nutrition topics. The three perennial program themes are (1)
Program Outcomes and Economic Well-Being of Participants, (2) Program Access and
Economic Determinants of Participation, and (3) Program Dynamics and Efficiency. The core
food and nutrition assistance programs include the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP)—formerly the Food Stamp Program—the child nutrition programs, and the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC).

Released Monday, December 7, 2009
See http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/AP/AP042/
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PARTICIPATION IN CONSERVATION PROGRAMS BY TARGETED FARMERS:
BEGINNING, LIMITED-RESOURCE, AND SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED
OPERATORS' ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Beginning, limited-resource, and socially disadvantaged farmers make up as much as 40 percent
of all U.S. farms. Some Federal conservation programs contain provisions that encourage
participation by such “targeted” farmers and the 2008 Farm Act furthered these efforts. This
report compares the natural resource characteristics, resource issues, and conservation treatment
costs on farms operated by targeted farmers with those of other participants in the largest U.S.
working-lands and land retirement conservation programs. Some evidence shows that targeted
farmers tend to operate more environmentally sensitive land than other farmers, have different
conservation priorities, and receive different levels of payments. Data limitations preclude a
definitive analysis of whether efforts to improve participation by targeted farmers hinders or
enhances the conservation programs’ ability to deliver environmental benefits cost effectively.
But the different conservation priorities among types of farmers suggest that if a significantly
larger proportion of targeted farmers participates in these programs, the programs’ economic and
environmental outcomes could change.

Released Monday, December 7, 2009
See http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EIB62/

This notification service is provided by the USDA's Economic Research Service to keep you
informed on the latest and most relevant research on the topics that interest you. You can change
or cancel your subscription at http://www.ers.usda.gov/Updates/

Follow ERS on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/USDA ERS/
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