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Spotliht on Agritourism in Arkansas

A Beautiful Century-Old Home and Working Farm is now
a Country Inn with Carriage Service

Located just west of Paris, the Farmstead
Bed & Breakfast is one of Arkansas newest
agritourism destinations. e Farmstead

0 ers, as proprietor Linda Cochran says,

a place to rest, renew and restore, with

its peaceful setting surrounded by green
pastures and forest. While a bed and
breakfast is at its core, the Farmstead also
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provides other types of unique
agri-entertainment and recreation to the
area, including carriage rides, hands-on
education workshops, a demonstration
farm and equine stabling.

e Farmhouse

ere are four overnight rooms
available, each with its own distinct feel.
While there have been extensive

renovations to the original structure, the
historical integrity of each room has not
been compromised. Even with modern
amenities such as satellite television, new
deluxe mattresses, and a movie and book
library, the farmhouse maintains the feel
of a century-ago. Adding to the overall
charm, the four rooms each have their
Oown unigque name.

For a virtual tour of the
farmhouse visit the web
address listed at the end

of this article.

Carriage Rides

Carriage rides, starting at either the Bed

& Breakfast or the Paris town square, are
open to guests, as well as the general pub-
lic. Cochran uses her keen knowledge of
the horse trade learned from her ranching
days in Texas to provide a truly memorable
experience. A variety of carriage ride
packages are 0 ered, ranging from a two

» DID YOU KNOW?

Over 20,000 people attended

last year’s World Championship

of Pumpkin Chuckin in Nassau,
Delaware, where they saw “Wolfman™
Joe Thomas ““chuck” a pumpkin more
than 3,000 feet into the wind!

The world record for the largest
watermelon is 268.8 pounds,
grown by Lloyd Bright of Hope.

Shane Waller of Junction City set
a new world record at the 2004
World Championship Rotary Tiller
Race, tilling the 200 foot track in
5.72 seconds at an average speed of
almost 24 miles per hour, and besting
the previous record by .4 seconds!

hour romance ride, to a simple half hour
ride into Paris for dinner. Custom packages
are also available upon request.

Workshops

For those interested in a more hands-on
experience, Linda also o ers a variety of
what she calls learning workshops
intended to teach about the running of the
inn and farm. Expanding ones knowledge
of rural culture and learning about life on
the farm is at the heart of agritourism.
Before her days as a farmer, Cochran had a
long, distinguished career in teaching and
education administration.  rough this
experience she developed a passion for
instructing others, and this passion has
transferred from the classroom to the
farm. Some of the topics from which to
choose include basic livestock care, carriage
driving, hand milking, shearing, and wool
making and spinning.
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