Agritourism in Arkansas

Statewide Agritourism Inventory Underway

A statewide inventory aimed
at identifying and cataloging
agritourism providers in
Arkansas has begun. Through
a collaborative effort
between the University
of Arkansas Cooperative
Extension Service, the
National Agricultural
Law Center, the
Arkansas Department of
Parks and Tourism, and
the Winthrop
Rockefeller Center, this
inventory will result in a
information database
that will provide opera-
tors with the opportunity
to publicize their opera-
tion, while at the same
time provide potential
tourists with a one-stop
source about agritourism sites
in Arkansas.

Over the last several months,
these organizations have been
working with one another on
developing the most effective
methods of gathering
information on the agritourism
enterprises currently

operating in the state. After

online database for use by both

compiling this information, the producers and tourists. This
next step will be to contact each database will provide information

of these providers to find out

more information about their
agri-business operation.
Currently, there are approxi-
mately 500 agritourism sites
that have been identified.

When contacting each of the
current agritourism providers,
the information that is gathered
will be used to construct an

about each agritourism site that
wishes to participate. Once
all of the producers have
been contacted, and the infor-
mation has been organized
and catalogued, the inventory
data will be available to view
on the Arkansas Department
of Parks and Tourism web
site at www.arkansas.com.

Another objective of
conducting this inventory is
to better understand the
resource needs of producers
and the priority they place on
these needs. Through an
evaluation of the inventory
survey responses, a resource
guide for agritourism providers
will be produced. This guide will
disclose the results of the survey,
address business planning issues,
and discuss resources that can be
tapped into across the state. Other
states that have produced agritour-
ism resource manuals include
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Maryland,
Kansas and North Carolina.

Farmers have invented a wide
variety of agritourism options,
but the three agritourism
basics are:

Research shows that tourists
in the U.S. buy mainly food,
beverages, and souvenirs.

Agritourism entertainment is
often free—and educational.

Helping visitors rediscover a
feeling for the land is equally
as important as providing

entertainment and income for

the landowner. In hosting farm

visitors, there are plenty of
niches for individual farms to
discover and fill in the area of
ecotourism.

During an herb farm tour in
Saskatchewan I enjoyed an
herbal beverage with lunch.
Agritourism food ranges from
freshly harvested fruit at a
roadside stand to a catered
lunch in an orchard next to a

Something to See...Something to Do...Something to Buy

field of flowers in full bloom, with
a majestic, snow-capped volcano in
the background. We don’t have
volcanoes in Arkansas (despite the
hot springs and diamond deposits),
but we do have plenty of natural
wonders and a rich cultural heri-
tage.

Workers in surrounding states
dream of their two weeks on the
lakes and rivers of Arkansas.
Visitors come from Europe and
Asia to enjoy our state’s natural
beauty. The meandering bayous
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Agritourism Presents A Unique Opportunity for Arkansas

Do you have
information or
questions about

Agritourism taking
place in
Arkansas?

If so, please contact
Joe Foster at the Winthrop
Rockefeller Center at
(501) 727-6219 or
fosterj@uawrc.net

Continued from Page 1...

and cypress swamps of
southeastern Arkansas hint of
rare species and offer the
spectacle of millions of
migrating birds. And then
there is the Mississippi River
on the eastern border, made
famous the world over by
Mark Twain. The 1840’s
Ozarks were popularized in
Europe by the Tales and
Sketches of Friedrich
Gerstacker and worldwide a
century later by folktales
collected by Randolph and
Parler. The rediscovered
Bear Cave of the Tales and
Sketches has become part of
the heritage of Madison
County. South Arkansas has
its own history of festivals,
including Zydeco; Western
Arkansas has contributed
unique heirloom garden
seeds.

Historical geology maps are
now available at
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~rcb7/
nam.html.

These can help visitors under-
stand the development of the
basement rocks and soils,
plant and animal migrations,
and forest successions of each
Arkansas bioregion. There
are even pollen maps
representing dynamic forest
change over time.

I like pieces of rock that tell a
story. One of my treasures is
an ark bi-valve fossilized in the
limestone of Clear Creek in
Washington County. As a child
I searched the gullies of
Tanglewood Creek with friends
for Osage flint flakes and
lumps of chert. A long-ago
skirmish is memorialized by a
painting in my office showing
two armies along the Creek.
All that remains now are a few
musket balls—and the stories.
A giant beaver tooth recently
found in that creek recalls the
jumbled layers of history.

A sandstone amulet reminds us
of thousands of years of human
enjoyment of this land. Former
generations could read the
landscape better than we do
today. Now that’s often left to
specialists. Rural communities
that retain or regain knowledge
of how to tell the story of the
land can find many creative
ways to welcome and educate
tourists.
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