Agritourism in Arkansas

The Winthrop Rockefeller Center Receives Grant to Study Agritourism
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Agritourism Helps Sustain and Build Awareness of the Rural Quality of Life

Do you have news
about Agritourism
taking place in
Arkansas?

If so, please contact Joe
Foster at The Winthrop
Rockefeller Center at
(501) 727-6219 or
fosterj@uawrc.net
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Plan (continued)

The thirty-eight participants
that took part in the
conversation agreed that
agritourism offers substantial
economic development
opportunities and that action
should be taken.

The participants formed two
committees charged with
conducting further analysis.
The inventory committee is
identifying and compiling a
list of existing agritourism
operations. A research
committee is exploring how
other states and countries
have tried to develop

advantages and disadvantages
of various structure options.

Additionally, The Center will
coordinate an effort to gather
information about resources
currently available for potential
agritourism operators. The
Center will then compile this
information and create a
resource directory.

A copy of this report and
additional information about the
strategic conversation can be
directly accessed at
WWww.wrcenter.net/pressroom/
full article.aspx?newsID=39

agritourism including the

Agritourism Factoids

e A recent Georgia study shows people want to visit farms.
60% said they are "very likely" to visit a pick-your-own,
64% "would likely" visit a farm for the enjoyment it would
provide and 73% indicated they would utilize a guide or
outfitter service to access rural Georgia.

e It took nearly 20 years before a radical agricultural concept
that played out in the movie "Field of Dreams" found its
way into this year's edition of Merriam-Webster's
dictionary. "Agritourism" was not in use at the time, but
the concept is described in the 1989 film plot: Fictional
character Ray Kinsella hears a voice commanding him to
build a baseball diamond in his cornfield and lets bills
slide while he's clearing out his crop for the park. People
end up coming to his Iowa farm to relive their childhood
baseball days - and they pay top dollar for that experience.




