
Last issue I mentioned several
 upcoming educational programs
 including the outstanding MidSouth
Greenhouse Growers, Retail Garden
Center/Landscape Conference in
 Raymond, Mississippi. Stan Brown
(Blossomberry Nursery, Clarksville) and
I attended the conference and spent
 several hours reviewing the bedding plant
trials at the Crystal Springs Research
Center. Dr. Guihong Bi was kind enough
to share an evening with us going over
the various projects she is conducting
there. Besides the annual bedding plant
trial, Dr. Bi has an excellent evaluation of
hydrangeas and a valuable multi-site
evaluation of  bedding plants under
 landscape conditions. 

One of the primary reasons I like to
review bedding plant trials late in the
summer is to identify those varieties that
perform well under our tough summer

conditions. To  illustrate this point, Stan
Brown and I also evaluated the bedding
plant trials at the Dallas Arboretum
(which I highly recommend you visit)
on August 13. In the All American sec-
tion, they had identified 4 ‘winners’
selected earlier in the summer by the
general public. Two (Petunia Opera
Supreme Purple and Petunia Plush Lilac
Pearl) of the four did not look so good
by our visit in mid-August, illustrating
the value in looking at bedding plant
performance later in the summer.

I have already distributed a copy of
my evaluation notes to commercial
greenhouse growers in Arkansas, but if
others are interested, please contact me
(jrobbins@uaex.edu) and I will gladly
share my notes with you. We hope to
have photographs (about 150) from
both trials posted to the Cooperative
Extension Service Web site this fall. 
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Jim’s Corner

Bedding plant trials: Left, very good: Petunia x Supertunia Vista Bubblegum; right, not so good:  Petunia
Plush Lilac Pearl

For the Commercial  Green Industry



General
There is an interesting article in

the July 2009 issue of Tree Care
Industry about “Why Is Google
Maps So Important?” to your busi-
ness. The article outlines four basic
steps a business should consider
to gain more business from this
Web marketing tool. To read more
about this, see pages 50-51:
http://www.tcia.org/PDFs
/TCI_Mag_Jul_09.pdf.

WWWWW

People’s Choices From Landscape
Horticulture Field Day 

Green industry professionals
attending the landscape horticulture
field day on June 25 at LSU
AgCenter’s Hammond Research
Station were given the opportunity
to “pick their winning plants” from
the sun garden evaluation trial
 gardens at the station. Here are
the results:
Winners:
Bombay Lavender Scaevola
 (Syngenta); Bombay Dark Blue
Scaevola (Syngenta); Early Bird
Gold Rudbeckia (Dupont Nursery);
Profusion Double Fire Zinnia
(Sakata Seed); Dark Star Coleus
(Proven Winners); Easy Does It
Rose (Weeks Roses); Candlestick
Tree – Cassia alata, Aristata Sun-
burst Series Gaillardia (Syngenta);

Jade Princess Pennisetum
(PanAmerican Seed:PAS); Purple
Flash Ornamental Pepper (PAS);
Mesa Yellow Gaillardia (PAS);
Corrie’s Gold Gaura; Louisiana Red
Copper Plant; Chili Chilly Orna-
mental Pepper (PAS); Tradewind
Purple Bicolor Osteospermum
 (Syngenta) and Gold Edge Duranta. 

WWWWW
Recycling Used Pesticide
 Containers

There is increasing interest
among some green industry busi-
nesses to recycle their  plastic pesti-
cide containers. Although recycling
is an option, not all recycling cen-
ters will recycle used pesticide
 containers. Larry Cupp operates a
pesticide container recycling busi-
ness out of northeast Arkansas.
He has a semi-truck trailer with a
built-in shredder that he uses when
he visits Little Rock, England,
Keo, Scott and other areas in
central Arkansas. 

There are several different ways
you can recycle your containers
with Larry’s help. You could drop
them off at an area near your
 location, or you could store them at
your location in large tote bags or
similar until he can arrange to pick
them up or until you accumulate a
large volume for drop-off. All that
is required is that you triple rinse

your containers and remove the lid
and the label (book) instructions. 

For more information about
recycling used pesticide containers,
contact Larry at (870) 239-3013
(home) or at (870) 215-1325 (cell).
He is willing to work with the
Arkansas green industry to help them
with their container recycling needs. 
Source: Turf Tip - July 1, 2009

WWWWW

Retail
I think most of us would

agree, but a survey by the Garden
Writers Association Foundation
confirms that vegetable gardening
was a top spring priority of con-
sumers. You can read more at
http://www.gardenwriters.org
/gwa.php?p=gwafoundation
 /surveys_gardentrends.html.

WWWWW
Certainly one of the top ten

questions we get in extension is
whether there is a product home-
owners can apply to reduce
resprouting of suckers. This is
not new, but one product is
Sucker-Stopper (containing the
plant growth regulator NAA).
You can read more at
http://www.montereylawngarden
.com/pdf/sucker_stopper_rtu02.pdf.
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What’s Up?

Instead of topping trees (left), why not plant the appropriate tree to start with (right). Need some suggestions? Consult
FSA6126, Landscape Trees for Specific Uses, http://www.uaex.edu/Other_Areas/publications/PDF/FSA-6126.pdf.
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WWWWW

Landscape
The Environmental Protection

Agency’s (EPA) WaterSense draft
specification for new home con-
struction promotes water conser-
vation measures such as low-flow
toilets and fixtures for indoor
water use and has been expanded
to include “Outdoor Water-
 Efficiency Criteria.” As currently
drafted, section 4.0 “Outdoor
Water- Efficiency Criteria” will
have a drastic impact on the turf-
grass industry. It requires builders
to limit the amount of turfgrass
to 40% of the landscape area or
utilize a complicated water
budget. While WaterSense is
being proposed as a voluntary
program, it will undoubtedly be
used as a basis for future city
ordinances and regulations similar
to the EPA’s voluntary LEED cer-
tification program. These recom-
mendations are contrary to the
research results published by turf-
grass scientists that document
how little water is needed to
maintain turfgrass when the
appropriate turfgrass is planted
and the area is irrigated and
 managed properly. For more
information, read http://turf.uark
.edu/turfhelp/archives/070209%
20EPA%20WaterSense.html.
Source: Dr. Aaron Patton, Turf
Tip - July 2, 2009

WWWWW
Continued Use of MSMA

On January 16, 2009, the MAA
Research Task Force (Task Force)
signed an agreement with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) which permits the continued
use of MSMA. The details of the
agreement and the conditions set
forth for the various uses of the
product are summarized below
(http://www.maatf.com/docs/pdf
/28_090127 Anouncement%20of
%20MAATF%20Agreement%20
with %20EPA.pdf).

MSMA Use on Golf Courses,
Sod Farms and Highway Rights
of Way Will Be Continued: 
MSMA sale for the use on golf
courses, sod farms and highway
rights of way will continue
until December 31, 2012, with use
of stocks permitted until Decem-
ber 31, 2013. During 2012 (before
the discontinuation of these uses),
EPA, through one of the Agency’s
external peer-review groups, will
evaluate the scientific information
available on any risk posed by
inorganic arsenic. The use of
MSMA will continue beyond 2013
should the review result in a con-
clusion that there is no health con-
cern at the doses of exposure
resulting from the relevant uses.
EPA will also take into account
additional information available
on the benefits conferred by
MSMA. This is particularly impor-
tant due to the increased problems
of weed resistance to products
other than MSMA, particularly in
the southeastern United States.

The Task Force is hopeful
that the reviews described above
will enable EPA to extend these
use patterns beyond 2013 and
to declare them eligible for
 re-registration. The directions for
use of MSMA for these applica-
tions will be revised as follows.
Other MSMA Uses: Certain uses
of MSMA will not be permitted
after December 31, 2010 (sale of
MSMA for these uses will stop
on December 31, 2009). Those
uses are:
•  Residential turf (This is

 inclusive of sports fields and
park areas.)

•  Drainage ditch banks; railroad,
pipeline and utility rights of
way; fence rows; storage yards;
and similar non-crop areas.

The Long-Term Outlook for
Uses of MSMA Other Than
Cotton: The Task Force strongly
believes there is growing sci -
entific evidence that low doses of
inorganic arsenic do not pose a

concern to human health or to the
environment. If an EPA science
review, to convene in 2012,
 concurs with this position, then
inorganic arsenic resulting from
uses of MSMA will not pose a
concern, and the Task Force will
petition for restoration of some or
all of MSMA uses. 
Source: Turf Tip - July 1, 2009
(http://turf.uark.edu/turfhelp/
archives/070109%20MSMA.html)

WWWWW
Trees positioned to shade the

west and south sides of a house
may decrease summertime electric
bills by 5 percent on average,
according to a recent study of
 California homes. To read more,
see http://www.sciencedaily.com
/releases/2009/05/090508134956
.htm.

WWWWW

Greenhouse/Nursery
Growers

A colleague of mine at
North Carolina State University
(Dr. Anthony Lebude) told me
about some exciting results he is
seeing with a soon-to-be-released
plant growth regulator called
 ConTego from Valent Biosciences.
Anthony says the  product shows
promise for greenhouse growers
to help extend shelf life for bed-
ding plants once they are at the
retail level. You can read more
at http://www.gpnmag.com
/ABA-Coming-to-Floriculture
-article10744.

WWWWW
Mississippi State University

has developed an information
center to coordinate information
and resources about high tunnel
crop production. Check out
http://msucares.com/crops
/hightunnels/index.html. You can
subscribe to their listserv at
http://msucares.com/crops
/hightunnels/information.html.
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October 22-23: Southern Nursery Association Fall
Trade Show, Cobb County Galleria, Atlanta,
 Georgia.  Contact: www.sna.org

October 24-28: IPPS-Southern Region, Biloxi,
 Mississippi. Contact: http://www.ipps.org/Southern
NA/index.htm

November 10-11: AgriSouth Horticulture Expo,
 Agricenter International, Memphis, Tennessee.
There will be 150 exhibitors with lots of excellent
opportunities for connections and education in the
landscape and  nursery industry. Contact:
http://www.agrisouthexpo.com/

November 17-18: Rolling the Dice With Cut Flowers
Conference, Hilton, Memphis, Tennessee. Contact:
 jrobbins@uaex.edu

January 3-4, 2010: The Western Trade Show, Overland
Park, Kansas. Contact: http://www.wnla.org/

January 20-21: Arkansas Green Industry Association
(AGIA)/Arkansas Turfgrass Association (ATA)
 Conference and Trade Show, Hot Springs,
Arkansas. Contact: http://www.argia.org/display
common.cfm?an=3 or http://www.arkansasturf.org/

January 21-23: Gulf States Horticultural Expo, Arthur
Outlaw Convention Center, Mobile, Alabama.
 Contact: www.gshe.org

February 10-12: Southern Nursery Association Trade
Show and Research Conference, Cobb Galleria,
Atlanta,  Georgia. Contact: www.sna.org

Upcoming Events




